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583rd Regular Meeting


DATE:          Saturday, October 18, 2025                      
PLACE:        Glen Ellyn History Center at Stacy’s Corners
                      800 N. Main Street, Glen Ellyn, IL (NW corner of Main & Elm Streets) 
                      Annual Book Sale for Battlefield Preservation   11am-1pm
ROGRAM: “From Rome to Appomattox—Catholic Civil War Chaplains”                                                                                                                                                                             
SPEAKER:   Rev. Robert Miller                                                              
              

Military chaplaincy dates back almost 3,000 years but took root around 1,600 years ago. Religious people have been actively involved with the military since the times of the ancient Assyrians and Israelites. The rise of Christianity fostered this connection, which was systematized during the Middle Ages. By the time of the American Civil War, military chaplains were commonplace. The focus of this presentation is the role played by the 126 Catholic priests who served despite the strong anti-Catholic and anti-pope sentiments of the time. Large numbers of Catholic immigrants, Irish and German, brought their spiritual leaders with them. 

The priests of the Civil War were a colorful group of pioneers. They were tough, adventuresome, courageous, and outspoken, yet were deeply committed and spiritual. They brought comfort and aid to the soldiers. Some of these priests rose to legendary status. These include Fathers Corby, Cooney, Sheehan, Ireland, and more. These men shared the dangers and horrors of war with the soldiers. According to one chaplain, “courage is the currency with which men’s loyalty is purchased.” 

Father Bob Miller is a retired Catholic priest through their service. who led the faithful for 49 years in Chicago’s inner city. He has an M.A. in Religious Education and Divinity. Father Bob is a past president of the Chicago CWRT and has authored five books on religion, spirituality, and clergy in the Civil War era. His most recent book is Faith of the Fathers—A Comprehensive Study of Catholic Civil War Chaplains. For more information and his documentary film, visit www.faithofthefathers.net.

Please note: The presentation begins at 1:00 P.M.

ALL FOR THE UNION

The Annual Book Sale for Battlefield Preservation is from 11am to 1pm on October 18. In the last few years, we have received many donations of great books. Please help spread the word. Bring a friend. Final sales will continue after the program ends.

Thanks to Rob Girardi, Rick Zarr, Jan Rasmussen, Dan McCathy, Nancy Fritz, Bruce Allardice, Brian Conroy and Steve Rudzinski for their help at the Civil War Show. $503 was raised for Battlefield Preservation.  HUZZAH!  


UPCOMING CIVIL WAR EVENTS
Check with the organization sponsoring the program for meeting status.

October 8, 2025
[bookmark: _Hlk181720025]McHenry County CWRT will feature Jerry Allen presenting “The Prince and Princess of Salm Salm”.        Woodstock Library       www.mchenrycivilwar.com

October 10, 2025     
Chicago CWRT will feature Kim Harris as Libbie Bacon Custer. 
Blossum Café, 8349 W. Lawrence Avenue, Norridge, IL 60706      www.chicagocwrt.org 

October 19, 2025
Northwest Indiana CWRT will feature Serena Ard presenting “The Underground Railroad in Northwest Indiana.”    Crown Point Library    Northwest Indiana CWRT on Facebook

October 21, 2025
Lincoln/Davis CWRT will feature Frank Garmin presenting “A Civil War Con Artist”. 
Country House Restaurant, Alsip, IL      lincolndavisroundtable@yahoo.com

October 23, 2025
South Suburban CWRT will feature Kevin Connolly presenting “Civil War Ghost Stories”. 
Aurielio’s Pizza, 19836 Wolf Road, Mokena      South Suburban CWRT on Facebook

November 3, 2025 at noon.
Rock River Valley CWRT will feature Paul Brueske presenting “Digging All Night & Fighting All Day”.
Veteran’s Memorial Hall, 211 N. Main Street, Rockford.

Kenosha Civil War Museum features Second Friday Lectures at Noon. 
On October 10, 2025, Fr. Bob Miller will present “From Rome to Appomattox: A History of Military Chaplains”.  Free and Open to the Public and No Prior Registration is Required.
https://museums.kenosha.org/civilwar/events/

October 30, 2025   Bruce Allardice will present “Charles Gunther: Mississippi River Confederate to the Prospect Hts. Book Club.

November 11, 2025  Robert I. Girardi will present “Honoring the Brave: The Origins of Veterans Day” at the Hinsdale Community Center. 

November 19, 2025   Robert I. Girardi will present “G.K. Warren vs P.H. Sheridan, Five Forks and a Knife in the Back”. Kenosha Civil War Museum Workshop, 6-8 p.m. Registration required.


Veterans Day Memorial
On Saturday November 9, 2025 at 11am, the 1st Michigan Engineers will host their annual Veterans Days Memorial to the American Soldier at Rosehill Cemetery in Chicago. 
   
Camp Douglas and Chicago during the Civil War
The Elk Grove Historical Museum is hosting an exhibit on loan from the Camp Douglas Restoration Foundation and the personal collection of Civil War historian Robert I. Girardi. This exhibition will provide visitors with a window to the City of Chicago during the Civil War. The camp served as both a training camp for Union soldiers recruited from northeastern Illinois and as a prisoner of war camp during its existence. This exhibition will be on display until December 19. 
The Elk Grove Historical Museum is open Tuesdays, Fridays and Saturdays 12-4pm. The museum is located at 399 Biesterfield Road, Elk Grove Village. 


The American Battlefield Trust has an opportunity to save 4 parcels of hallowed ground at Bull Run, Second Manassas and Williamsburg. With matching grants from federal and state battlefield preservation programs the trust needs to raise $155,295 that has a $34 to $1 match keep these significant tracts out of the hands of developers.    battlefields.org/threat

                                                                                                                                                                                                 
                                                                                                                                                            FUTURE SALT CREEK CWRT MEETINGS  
Check us out on Facebook and at saltcreekcwrt.org
                                                                             
Nov.15, 2025   Thomas Arliskas will present “Arms at Fort Donelson: Everyone Wants a Rifle”.
                     
Dec. 20, 2025   Memorabilia Show & Tell moderated by Robert I. Girardi. (Volunteers needed)
  
Jan. 17, 2026    Jonathan Sebastian will present ‘When Draftees Did Their Duty: Four Months in the 51st Illinois".


BACK IN HISTORY

50 Years Ago: The Annual Banquet was held. No other information is available.

25 Years Ago:  Dr. Ted Karamanski presented “Chicago & the Civil War” at the annual banquet.

10 Years Ago:  Dr. David Maas presented “How DuPage County Won the Civil War with a Little Help from General Grant”. 
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October 2025 Preservation Report by Brian Conroy


Judge Rules Against Data Center Campus on Historic Second Manassas Battlefield
Ruling by Circuit Court Judge Voids Rezoning of Prince William Digital Gateway
Jim Campi or Jared Herr, news@battlefields.org or  (202) 367-1861 (option 3)
August 8, 2025
(Manassas, Va.) — Today, a major victory in the fight against what would be the largest data center complex in the world, located on part of the historic Second Manassas Battlefield. Circuit Court Judge Kimberly Irving ruled in favor of the Oak Valley Homeowners Association’s claims a lame duck Board of Supervisors in Prince William County improperly approved the rezoning for the Prince William Digital Gateway. Those rezonings—which were approved with insufficient review of data center impacts, gave inadequate public notice and included unlawful waivers of key analyses— have been voided by today’s ruling. 
“Today’s ruling is a major milestone in our efforts to protect the Manassas Battlefield, demonstrating the merit of our claims that a lame duck Board of Supervisors acted inappropriately, and with insufficient public notice, in its haste to rezone the Prince William Digital Gateway,” said American Battlefield Trust President David N. Duncan. “We also want to recognize the determination of the members of the Oak Valley Homeowners Association, who had the courage to stand up against this colossal menace to their homes and the historic battlefield.” 
The American Battlefield Trust and the Coalition to Protect Prince William County are currently involved in a parallel lawsuit which makes many of the same arguments that the judge ruled in favor of today.  Former Virginia State Senator Chap Petersen is the lead counsel in this parallel suit. 
The American Battlefield Trust is dedicated to preserving America’s hallowed battlegrounds and educating the public about what happened there and why it matters today. The nonprofit, nonpartisan organization has protected more than 60,000 acres associated with the Revolutionary War, War of 1812, and Civil War across 160 sites in 25 states, including 387 acres on the Manassas battlefield. Learn more at www.battlefields.org. 
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