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584th Regular Meeting


DATE:            Saturday, November 15, 2025                      
PLACE:          Glen Ellyn History Center at Stacy’s Corners
                       800 N. Main Street, Glen Ellyn, IL (NW corner of Main & Elm Streets) 
TIME:             11 a.m.
PROGRAM:   “Arms at Fort Donelson, Everyone Wants a Rifle”                                                                                                                                                                          
SPEAKER:     Thomas M. Arliskas                                                           
              

Military weaponry was undergoing a transition in the Civil War era. The United States Army adopted the rifle-musket in 1858, but not in sufficient numbers to meet the demands of the Civil War. Conventional thinking held that this new technology would improve soldiers' accuracy and range in battle. But in 1862, many troops were still armed with smoothbore muskets. Did the new weapons meet expectations, and did the soldiers benefit? This month, Tom Arliskas will discuss the effectiveness of rifles vs. smoothbore muskets during the Battle of Fort Donelson. His study is supported by the letters soldiers wrote home after the battle. As an additional bonus, Tom will discuss some newly discovered information about Union General Ulysses S. Grant at Fort Donelson.

Our speaker, Thomas M. Arliskas, comes to us from north of the border — Wauwatosa, Wisconsin. He is a lifelong student of Civil War History with a long list of credentials. His major interests are Civil War uniforms and flags. Tom is a past president of the Milwaukee CWRT and currently serves on its board of directors. He is also a past president of the West Side Soldiers Society and a past commander of the Western Region of the North-South Skirmish Association and served on their uniform committee. He has conducted research for historical artist Don Troiani and is a longtime member of the Company of Military Historians. 

He has written numerous articles for the Military Collector and Historian: The Journal of the Company of Military Historians the Journal of the Illinois State Historical Society, Military Images Magazine and many others. His book on Confederate uniforms, Cadet Gray and Butternut Brown, was published in 2006. His latest project studies Albert S. Johnston's inability to properly arm his soldiers.



ALL FOR THE UNION
Thanks to Rob Girardi, Rick Zarr, Jan Rasmussen, Karen Gustafson, Art Foley, Nancy & Jon Fritz and Craig Butkovic for their help at the Book Sale. $800 was raised for Battlefield Preservation.  HUZZAH!  

With the money raised at the Civil War Show and Book Sale, SCCWRT donated $1000 to the American Battlefield Trust for the “3 Battles, Plus 4 Tracts of Land Project” saving land at Bull Run, Second Manassas and Williamsburg. The project has a $34 to $1 match.

VETERANS DAY MEMORIAL 
On Saturday November 8th at 11am there will be a ceremony honoring Veterans at Rosehill Cemetery in Chicago. 

November 11, 2025  Robert I. Girardi will present “Honoring the Brave: The Origins of Veterans Day” at the Hinsdale Community Center, 415 W. 8th Street at 11:30 am.  
Cost is $15 (includes lunch). Registration is required. 630-323-7500.

UPCOMING CIVIL WAR EVENTS
Check with the organization sponsoring the program for meeting status.

November 7, 2025 at 7 p.m.
Northern Illinois CWRT will feature Daniel R. Weinburg presenting Artifact Stories: Treasures from the Abraham Lincoln Bookstore”.  Arlington Hts. Historical Museum, located 1 block west of Library.  

November 11, 2025
[bookmark: _Hlk181720025]McHenry County CWRT will feature Show and Tell moderated by Steve Albon
Woodstock Library       www.mchenrycivilwar.com

November 14, 2025     
Chicago CWRT will feature Chris Kolakowski presenting “Civil War to World War: Simon Bolivar Buckner Sr. and Jr.” 
Blossum Café, 8349 W. Lawrence Avenue, Norridge, IL 60706      www.chicagocwrt.org 

November 16, 2025
Northwest Indiana CWRT will feature Ron Carlson presenting “General Alpheus Williams.” 
Crown Point Library    Northwest Indiana CWRT on Facebook

November 18, 2025
Lincoln/Davis CWRT will feature William Kolasinski presenting “Alan Pinkerton”. 
Country House Restaurant, Alsip, IL      lincolndavisroundtable@yahoo.com

November 19, 2025   Robert I. Girardi will present “ P.H. Sheridan vs G.K. Warren: Five Forks and a Knife in the Back”. Kenosha Civil War Museum Workshop, 6-8 p.m. Registration required
Cost: $25/$20 Friends of the Museum https://museums.kenosha.org/civilwar/events/

December 1, 2025 at noon.
Rock River Valley CWRT will feature Dave Brynes and Bob Presman discussing “The Legacy of the Civil War”.      Veteran’s Memorial Hall, 211 N. Main Street, Rockford.

Kenosha Civil War Museum features Second Friday Lectures at Noon. 
On November 14, 2025, Lance Herdegan will present “Opening Manassas: The Iron Brigade, Stonewall Jackson, and the Battle on Brawner’s Farm”, August 28, 1862”.  Free and Open to the Public and No Prior Registration is Required.


Camp Douglas and Chicago during the Civil War
The Elk Grove Historical Museum is hosting an exhibit on loan from the Camp Douglas Restoration Foundation and the personal collection of Civil War historian Robert I. Girardi. This exhibition will provide visitors with a window to the City of Chicago during the Civil War. The camp served as both a training camp for Union soldiers recruited from northeastern Illinois and as a prisoner of war camp during its existence. This exhibition will be on display until December 19. 
The Elk Grove Historical Museum is open Tuesdays, Fridays and Saturdays 12-4pm. The museum is located at 399 Biesterfield Road, Elk Grove Village. 
                                                                                                                                                                                            
                                                                                                                                                      FUTURE SALT CREEK CWRT MEETINGS  
Check us out on Facebook and at saltcreekcwrt.org
                                                                             
Dec. 20, 2025   Memorabilia Show & Tell moderated by Robert I. Girardi. (Volunteers needed)
  
Jan. 17, 2026    Jonathan Sebastian will present ‘When Draftees Did Their Duty: Four Months in the                                  51st Illinois”.

Feb. 21, 2026    Dennis Doyle will present “Cold Harbor 1864”.

Mar. 21, 2026    Ed Urban will present “The Murder of CSA General Earl Van Dorn”.

Apr. 25, 2026     Charlie Banks will present “General Nathaniel P. Banks”.

May 15, 2026     Brian Seiter will present “To Wilson’s Creek”.


BACK IN HISTORY

50 Years Ago: Bill Sullivan presented “Civil War on the Plains”.

25 Years Ago:  Jerry & JoEllyn Kowalski presented “An Evening with General & Mrs. George H. Thomas”.

10 Years Ago:  Dan Josephs presented “The Chicago German Contribution to the Battle of Gettysburg: The 82nd Illinois Infantry”. 
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November 2025 Preservation Report by Brian Conroy

History Was Made Here at Gettysburg: Help restore critical parts of the battlefield to their 1863 appearance.

The Opportunity
For the first time in decades, we have a transformative opportunity to not only preserve but restore Gettysburg. The American Battlefield Trust is launching a multi-year restoration campaign, beginning with the McKnight House and Farm on East Cemetery Hill.  
This first phase will open historic views long obscured by modern structures and help future generations observe the powerful legacy of this pivotal battlefield.
With $212,000 already raised from three generous donors, we now seek $488,000 more to reach our Phase 1 goal of $700,000. Together, we can return Gettysburg to its 1863 appearance — and honor the stories of valor written into its soil.

The History
Gettysburg is not just a name — it is a turning point in American history. From the thunder of Pickett’s Charge to the solemnity of Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address, this hallowed ground bore witness to extraordinary courage and sacrifice.
On July 1 and 2, 1863, the land surrounding the McKnight Farm saw thousands of Union troops march, fight, and fall. “McKnight’s Hill,” now known as Stevens’ Knoll, was home to the 5th Maine Battery, whose guns held the line during fierce Confederate assaults. Temporary burials were made here before the Soldiers’ National Cemetery was established. This land is sacred — and now it needs restoration to truly tell its story.

Restore This Land at Gettysburg!
This campaign will demolish the modern, former Gettysburg Battlefield Military Museum and restore the landscape to what soldiers saw during the war. The farmhouse will be brought back to its wartime appearance.
Walking trails with interpretive signage and markers will help visitors connect more deeply with the battle and the brave souls who fought it.  
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